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What is different now? 
● Global crises require urgent collective 

action

● Public institutions need to do more with 
fewer resources.

● Open evidence is essential for 
transparent and trusted decisions.

● Inclusion:  ‘Solving the problem of 
problem solving”
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Which requires ‘Open’…. Why? 

O    Opportunity to take action in service to society

P   Partnership for cooperation & collaboration to solve problems

E    Enabling  inclusive, fair, equitable empowerment of others

N    Novel ways of discovering, analyzing, combining, reusing and sharing
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Lens.org and Cambia

● Cambia, founded in 1992, started 
Patent Lens in 2001, the precursor of 
lens.org, the world’s first free and open 
full text patent search capability.

● Since 2014, Lens.org has served 
global scholarly knowledge and 
analytics including those integrated 
with patents.

● The platform has been up 24/7 
for over 20 years.

● In 2017, Cambia created In4M mapping 
influence of research through its 
citations in patents.

● Cambia has been supported by 
philanthropies, governmental donors, 
universities, visionary patent offices 
and its own tiered-price license 
revenue.

● Lens honors privacy and its data is fully 
open, shareable and reusable.

https://www.lens.org/
https://www.nature.com/articles/nbt.4049


CURRENT OFFERINGS

Discovery, Analytics, And 
Management Tools

Collections:  
based on Scholarly 
Works and Patents Lens 
searches and analyses 
can represent the entire 
work product of an 
institutions.

In4M:  
International Industry & 
Innovation Influence 
Mapping, finding 
pathways for impact

* coming soon

API & Data Facility:  
Scholarly API, PatSeq 
bulk data, Patent API*

Reports:  
Assemble saved queries 
and collections with 
other knowledge in a 
dynamic, shareable and 
interactive report*



Aggregating and normalizing data from diverse sources



We use a meta-record concept as a core 
element of our facility.   We use a  15 digit 
open and persistent identifier, LensID, to 
expose credible variants, sources and 
context of knowledge artifacts, such as  
scholarly works or patents, while 
maintaining provenance,  and allowing 
aggregation, normalization, and 
quality-control of diverse metadata.
https://osf.io/preprints/lissa/t56yh/  

THE LENS

Meta Record Strategy     

https://osf.io/preprints/lissa/t56yh/


AUG 2020

Lens Scholarly Data

> 220 million scholarly records:

    • 112.7M journal articles

    • 17.5M Books and book chapters

    • 7.3M conference proceedings

    • 4.2M works cited in patents

    • 74.1M works cited by other scholarly works

    • 1.6B scholarly citations
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Features Elsevier’s 
Scopus

Clarivate Analytics 
Web of Science

Digital Science 
Dimensions

Google 
Scholar The Lens

Number of 
Journals 23,700 33,000 unknown unknown 39,594

Number of Works 72,000,000 105,000,000 98,175,328 389,000,000 (est.) 220,428,534

Period Covered 1996 - 1900 - 1400- unknown 1800 - 

Citation Analysis Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 
(patents & scholar)

Bulk Export 20,000 records 5,000 records 50,000 records unknown 50,000 records

Access Subscription Subscription Freemium Free but not open 
or private

Free, Open and 
Private

Content Comparison 

Scholarly Works 



Create and explore scholarly or patent 
collections to understand who does 
what, when and where to inform 
decision-making.  Annotate the data and 
collate it along with third party data to 
develop more comprehensive and 
dynamic reports (coming soon)
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Use open dynamic collections to create, 
curate, annotate and share dynamic 
portfolios of scholarly works and patents.

Explore these collections to understand 
who does what, when and where, who 
influences whom.     These open tools 
inform decision-making for work product 
management, for partnering, for 
investing/funding  or for research 
trajectories.

COLLECTIONS

Collections
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DASHBOARDS

Analysis Dashboards

Our suite of analysis and visualisation tools 
enable real-time discovery and analysis.
 
Dashboards can be saved, presented and 
share it via LinkedIn, twitter, Facebook or 
email.
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Lens Reports is a new facility for 
creating evidence-based, open, 
sharable and reusable reports linked 
to real Lens data and analytics. 

The next evolution of Lens, search, 
collect, analyze, annotate and now 
present your findings in a flexible, 
data-driven reporting interface.

REPORTS

Reports
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Using open persistent identifiers, 
funders, investors, researchers, or 
departments can discover and 
analyse  which enterprises have cited 
scholarly works and map that 
influence on invention, industry and 
innovation. 

PATCITE 
Open Influence 
Mapping Facility
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In4M 
International Industry & 
Innovation Influence 
Mapping Metric

An open, transparent and granular metric
to explore, expose and rank the degree
to which research works, scholars’ work
product, or whole institution’s scholarly work 
influence outcomes for society, in myriad 
forms.



API & DATA FACILITY

Scholarly Works, Patents, 
And Patent Sequences

This service provides access to the PatSeq 
biological sequences bulk data, as well as the 
full corpus of Lens scholarly works using the 
flexibility and convenience of an API

The API allows you to perform and combine 
several types of searches using a number of 
different operations

Patent  API + bulk data coming in 2020!



AUG 2020

Lens Patent Data

124.6 Million Patent Records: 

    • 95 jurisdictions

    • 68.3M patent families 

    • 720k biological patents

    • 355M patent sequences
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Features EPO 
Espacenet 

Google 
Patents

WIPO 
PatentScope Lens

Jurisdictions 90+ 17 41 95

Sequence Data No No No 720K biological 
patents

Collections & Portfolios Yes No No Yes (dynamic)

Graphing and Analysis No Yes Yes Yes

Alert Service RSS only No RSS Only Yes

Content Comparison 

Patents 



“The Lens is a highly valuable and accessible resources for 
studying scholarly communication and technical innovations. It 
stands out because of its broad-ranging coverage, high-quality 
data content, and multi-level accessibility. I am grateful to The 
Lens and its supporters for making Lens.org a unique asset to 
the our society.”         Chaomei Chen

THE LENS

Reviews & Testimonials   




